Clark was once twice size of Texas 


Clark County was once 
the largest county in the 
United States — twice the 
size of the state of Texas! 

It started out as 
“Clackamas County” under 
the Oregon provisional 
legislature, even before 
territorial status had been 
given this area. It included 
two thirds of our present 
Washington State, over half 
of British Columbia, the 
panhandle of Idaho and 
western Montana to the 
Rockies. 

Clackamas County was 
laid out in 1843, three years 
before the boundary treaty 
had been negotiated with 
Great Britain. The 
ambitious legislature 
decided it should encompass 
in Oregon everything to 
54-40, which became 
presidential candidate James 
Polk’s campaign slogan the 
following year. 

In 1845, the boundaries 


' were realigned somewhat, 


and Clackamas County 
became the “Vancouver 
District.”” These boundaries 
lasted about four months, 
and the busy legislators 
changed the boundaries 
again, renaming it 
“Vancouver County.” 

Finally, when the Oregon 
Territory was created in 
1848, after the boundary 
with Canada had been set at 
the 49th parallel, the new 
legislature changed the 
name to Clark County. This 
was in honor of Capt. 
William Clark, a co-leader of 
the Lewis and Clark 
expedition. As time went 
on, the Oregon, and then 
the new Washington 
Territorial legislature kept 
whacking away at Clark 
County. It reached its 
present shrunken 
proportions in 1873. 

It should be noted that 
the Oregon territorial 


legislators knew. how to 
spell Captain Clark’s last 
name, without a final “‘e’’. 
But one day a member of 
the new board of county 
commissioners of Clark 
County added the 
superfluous “e” in the 
minutes of the July 7, 1851 
minutes. This got to the 
territorial capital in Oregon 
City, and someone there 
decided that the 
commissioners certainly 
must know how to spell the 
name of their own county. 

So, before you knew it, 
Clark had become Clarke, 
and it took 75 years to 
correct the mistake. The 
error continued into the 
new Territory of 
Washington and on all the 
official state and federal 
maps and those of private 
map makers. 

Charles W. -Hall, a 
representative from Clarke 


County to the state © 


legislature, introduced a bill 
in 1925 to return to the 
correct spelling. This 
measure passed both houses 
and was signed by Gov. 
Roland H. Hartley on Dec. 
23, 1925, a Christmas 
present to the “‘purists.” 
Hall was later elected judge 
of the superior court of 
Clark (properly — spelled) 
County. 

The new name did not 
become official until three 
months later, in the spring 
of 1926. However, local 


of business from the court 
house and title companies. 

An interesting sidelight: 
one corporation in Clark 
County refused to go along 
with the “modern spelling.” 
It was the little Clarke 
County Savings & Loan 


- Association of Camas. One 


story was that it was too 
expensive to amend the 
articles of incorporation 
($25), and also change all 
the printed forms and 
passbooks. At any rate, the 
name stuck for 48 more 
years until the corporation 


‘So, before vou knew il, Clark 
had become Clarke..." ~ 


eee —————— 


newspapers began using the 
correct spelling 
immediately, and printing 
salesmen rubbed their hands 
in anticipation of a windfall 


changed its name to 
Riverview, and _ buried 
forever the antique 
reminder of our county’s 
“illiterate” past. 


